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 We have actually ended our “winter”, I hope.  At least in 
the last few weeks a ”spring” season of  gentle spring 
rains and blooming flowers has arrived and our world 
turned green over night.  Along with the change in sea-
sons, we are aware of torrential rains, flooding and tor-
nado warnings. Oklahoma constantly reminds us that 
things can change and sometimes too quickly.  I often 
think of family and friends during turbulent and unset-
tling weather.  The vulnerability we feel when the storm 
is upon us is nothing compared to the storms some of 
our children face.  As Kay and Noble Counties CASA 

Program Director I feel blessed to be in a  position that helps our most vulnerable 
citizens, our youth.  Oklahoma kids need help, now!!!!! 

CASA Volunteers and staff recently had 
the opportunity to attend the 2014 Okla-
homa CASA State Conference, titled 
“Take Action”, where nationally ac-
claimed speakers offered workshops on 
a myriad of child advocacy topics. Shown 
left to right are Ruslyn Hermanson, Debi 
Topper, Lisa Morin, and Sandra Martin. 

Tell us about a time when you felt that CASA created a 
better outcome for a child or family?   
On one case in particular, several of the "experts" within the 

court system were working to reunite the child with his natural mother.  The 
foster parents were letting her visit the child in their home, and were trying  
to help her as well. However, many months passed by while the child lived in 
uncertainty as to whether  they would return home, while  the natural mother 
was not making progress to correct the conditions that brought the child into 
foster care.  In the end, the foster parents adopted the child, and he was 
given a safe permanent home with great parents.   

What motivated you to become a CASA? 
I had been reading about CASA in the newspaper for a 
couple of years, and thought it may be something I 
would like to do when all of my children had left home.  
So, in 2004, I decided to take the training, and realized 
there were many children needing an advocate. 

Nancy has been a 
CASA Volunteer with 
our program for 11 

years, advocating for 
18 children on 9 cases. 
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CASA Volunteers are exposed to abuse, neglect, poverty, substance abuse,      
domestic violence, and other social ills. What keeps you coming back you serve 
children though CASA for so many years? 

What keeps me coming back are the cases that end well, and the knowledge that I helped 
that process.  I love seeing a child who may have come from a dysfunctional home, or a 
sad life, blossom into a child who feels safe and loved.  It is always a happy day when I see  
that I have made a difference in a child’s life.  
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Children with CASA volunteers spend 
7.5 months less in foster care,         
experience fewer out of home place-
ments, and have significantly improved 
educational performance. 

More than 90% of children with CASA volunteers never reenter the child welfare system, 
a significant difference compared to the general foster care population. This outcome 
also results in significant savings in child welfare expenses. 
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It’s time again for our program’s trademark fundraiser, the CASA 
Playhouse! CASA’s leading sponsor, Habitat for Humanity, as well as 
many other local sponsors, have custom-built a designer playhouse, 

which may also be used as a yard/garden tool storage shed. For every $1 dona-
tion, a valued CASA supporter will be entered in a drawing to win the playhouse! 
 
Proceeds from the drawing will go directly to recruiting, training, and supervising 
our CASA Volunteers' in giving a voice to our community's abused and neglected 
children. Would you like to support CASA and be entered for a chance to win the 
CASA Playhouse? See our mail-in coupon at the bottom of this page, or donate 

securely by visiting ww.kaynoblecasa.org 
and clicking on the playhouse icon on the 
home page. Then, join us for the drawing 
on June 6th at the Ponca City Herb     
Festival, located at the Cann Gardens at 
14th St and Grand Ave.  

CASA for Kids Playhouse Fundraiser is June 6th. 

Mail this form to CASA, 2203 N. Ash Street, Ponca City, OK 74601 ASAP. Your  
tickets will be mailed to you. You can also save time and donate online by visiting 

www.kaynoblecasa.org & clicking on the playhouse icon. 

YES! I’D LIKE TO SUPPORT CASA BY MAKING A  
DONATION TO THE CASA PLAYHOUSE FUNDRAISER! 

Address Name 

Email address: Phone # 

A $1 donation = 1 ticket for a chance to win the playhouse. 

$ My total donation to CASA: 

City State Zip 

Children with CASA volunteers spend 
7.5 months less in foster care,         
experience fewer out of home place-
ments, and have significantly improved 
educational performance. 



Ruslyn Hermanson 
CASA Director 

Oklahoma State statistics for 2014 indicate that by the dedication and commit-
ment of our state CASA programs, 2,934 abused and neglected children were ap-
pointed a CASA. State wide there are 1,037 dedicated CASA advocates. Current 
data for 2015 shows a 40% increase in the number of children that currently 
need a CASA.  
 
In 2013, 11,418 children in OK were victims of abuse and/or neglect as substan-
tiated by the Oklahoma Department of Human Services. CASA, an independent 
entity is in existence to make sure that these children have a voice in court and 
find their way to a permanent, safe home. 
 
How does a CASA help these children? CASA of course stands for Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates. A  CASA Program is a non-profit organization tasked 
with recruiting and training volunteers to serve as advocates for abused and ne-
glected children. Kay Noble CASA is also under the umbrella of NORTHERN 
OKLAHOMA YOUTH SERVICES AND SHELTER, INC. (NOYS) located on N. Ash 
Street in Ponca City. 
 
In addition to the main office within NOYS, we will soon be announcing the 
opening of a satellite office in Perry, the county seat of Noble County. CASA will 
share this space with other NOYS programs that serve youth in Noble County. 
 
We can identify the need and the area we serve, but how do we help children 
find a permanent, safe, home? CASA is the answer, by recruiting and training 
volunteers to become advocates for children.  Several options for training and 
service exist. Help spread the word. Together, we can make a difference. 
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Are you ready to give a voice to abused children? For those ready to “take the step”, we 
have some exciting training options available. What’s available? The better 
question is, what isn’t available?  The choices for training are as varied as 
learning styles. CASA Training includes 30 hours of Core Training and we 
offer 4 ways to train. Do you like to work on a computer/internet? Would 
you rather work by yourself or maybe in small groups? If you don’t like 
groups you can work with the Program Director individually. Offerings in-
clude:  

…now, easier than ever! 

In this study, you work through the assigned curriculum on your own in an agreed-upon 
time frame, and report to the Program Director, who answers your questions and guides 
you through the study.  

In this study, you work through the Core Training material from your home 
or office in an online “classroom” on the internet. The class will involve 5 

weeks of modules that allow for interaction between all of the participants 
and a moderating facilitator.   Each applicant in the Flex Learning class will 
be required to meet, in-person, for approximately 10 hours of pre-service 
training with the CASA Director. 

In this study, you work through the curriculum in a one-on-one basis with 
the Program Director on a schedule that fits your availability.  

In this study, you train in a small group setting, usually 1 time per week , 
for 10 weeks.  These trainings take place either at CASA ‘s offices in Northern 
Oklahoma Youth Services in Ponca City, or at the Noble County Courthouse in Perry, Ok.  

Your choice! And in the end, you become a CASA helping an abused or 
neglected child to a brighter tomorrow. If you are interested in becoming 
a CASA Volunteer, please call Ruslyn or Debi at 580-762-8341, or email 
casa@kaynoblecasa.org. CASA staff will be happy to answer any ques-
tions about the volunteer training, the work of the CASA Volunteer, and 
how CASA Volunteers positively effect a child’s outcomes.  

CASA of Kay & Noble Counties   2203 N. Ash   Ponca City, Ok.   74601         
580-762-8341    kaynoblecasa@sbcglobal.net  www.kaynoblecasa.org 

Our mission is to speak for the best interests of abused and neglected children by  
providing quality volunteer advocates who work toward a safe, permanent home  

as soon as possible for each child. 

http://www.kaynoblecasa.org

