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NEWSLETTER 

On Sunday, September 16th, 2007 CASA of Kay & Noble Counties celebrated ten 
years of serving the abused and neglected children of our community with a    
Birthday  and Volunteer Appreciation Bash!  The kid-themed party offered cake, 
ice cream, party favors, goody bags, and a slideshow of past program events and 
landmarks.  To commemorate ten years of service and support to the CASA  
Program, Linda Sherrill, Lynda Clark, and the Honorable Judge D.W. Boyd were 
presented with glass starfish keepsakes that symbolize the story of “The Star 
Thrower” by Loren Eiseley.  The collectible starfish were individually hand-blown 
by a CASA Volunteer at San Diego’s Voices for Children program.  Attendees  
included Pawnee County CASA  staff, Representative Ken Luttrell, Senator David 
and Sara Myers, and many more CASA Volunteers, Advisory Board Members, and 
other members of the community. 
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Ann Bandy and her        
husband Phil have been 
married for 37 years, 
originally living in Enid 
before moving to Ponca 
City in 1974.  Ann taught 
English for 17 years, 
spending 13 of those 
years at the former 
West Jr. High.  After 
teaching, Ann became a 
State Farm agent and 
has been working as 
such for the last twenty 
years.   Ann and Phil 
have twins, Brooke and 
Blake.  Brooke is mar-
ried and lives in Texas, 
and the mother of Ann’s 
two grandchildren, 
Avery, age 3, and Abby, 
2 months old.  Blake 
lives in Brentwood, CA, 
and works in Beverly 
Hills as a talent man-
ager for TV and movie 
actors and at Kritzer, 
Levine, and Wilkins En-
tertainment.  Ann loves 
to read, and      belongs 
to a book club called 
“Read Between the 
Wines” with fellow CASA 
Volunteers Lynda Clark 
and Sue Boettcher.   

Her other hobbies include scrap 
booking, gardening, and      
traveling, having traveled to 
France, Italy, Spain, Czech    
Republic, Hungary, Switzerland, 
Germany, Canada, Mexico, 
Monte Carlo and other places in 
the United States.  

When asked how Ann came to 
be a CASA Volunteer, she said, 
“I had been familiar with the 
CASA Program while I was vol-
unteering with other organiza-
tions for several years.    I 
eventually decided that I would 
like to volunteer more time to 
one organization where I could 
really make a difference, 
rather than volunteering a time 
to several organizations.”   

Reasoning that her 
teaching background, 
the common sense 
gleaned from having 
been a parent, and the 
proper training through 
the CASA program 
would make her a good 
CASA Volunteer, Ann 
joined our CASA Family 
in November of 2005.  
“I've always felt that if 
you can make the     
difference in the life of 
a child, then your life 
has counted for   some-
thing” Bandy states. 

W h a t  a r e  t h e          
challenges and rewards 
of being a CASA Volun-
teer for Ann?  She 
notes, “I think that it 
can be a challenge to 
find the time to do the 
job the way it should 
be done.  It can feel as 
though there's always 
one more person to see 
or interview, or another 
visit with the child that 
should be done.”  

CASA Volunteer Spotlight 

featuring 

 Ann Bandy 

Continued on page 5 
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Last year at this time, CASA of Kay & Noble 
Counties held a Toy Drive to enable CASA 
Volunteers to present the children on their 
cases with small books and toys for the    
holiday season.  The Toy Drive was wildly 
successful, and not only provided toys for 
CASA Kids, but allowed us to pass toys on to 
our sister agencies that also serve foster 
children and children from low-income  
families.  This year the CASA program has 
narrowed this project into the CASA Book 
Drive.  There are two reasons that influ-
enced this shift. Our CASA office doesn’t 
have the physical space to store many toys. 
Secondly, books have a universal appeal and 
benefit to all children, and hold a special 
relevance to the children served by CASA 
Volunteers.  Reading a book: 

• Increases bonding with a child 
• Promotes the use of imagination 
• Teaches skills and facts 
• Promotes brain development 
• Promotes language and vocabulary 
• Facilitates problem-solving 
• Promotes success in life through literacy,  
    or as  Dr. Seuss would say... 

The CASA program will be collecting 
book donations from the community 
until December 1st, after which CASA 
Volunteers will be able to stop by and 
choose books to bring to the foster 
children on their case.  Do you know 
of, or are you part of a service          
organization or business that would 
enjoy brightening the lives of children 
through reading?  Please feel free to 
contact CASA at 762-8341 to request 
additional information, or to schedule 
a book pick-up. Books may be 
dropped off at the CASA office at 
2203 N. Ash in Ponca City.  We request 
that books be either new or in like-
new  condition. 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know.  
The more you learn, the more places you'll go.” 

YES! I’D LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION TO CASA! 

Address 

Name 

City State Zip 

ENCLOSED IS MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION: 

_____$25 ______$50 _____$100 ______OTHER 

Please mail to: CASA, 2203 N. Ash Street, Ponca City, Ok 74601 

IN MEMORY OF 
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Under her supervision, 
Burg has three case   
workers, an intake/
investigator in Newkirk, 
plus three foster care 
workers spanning Kay,   
Noble, Pawnee, Payne, 
and Logan Counties.  
Wendy’s primary function 
is to provide support 
through daily staffing to 
her staff members in their 
work with families that 
enter the court system. 
Some of these duties     
entail advising staff on 
casework, assisting them 
in making recommenda-
tions, helping with the 
workload and providing 
the staff with emotional 
support when needed.   

The Kay County Department of Human Services 
An exploration of the agency and the people behind it. 

 

Growing up, Wendy, the 
oldest of four sisters, lived 
in several places, even 
spending 10 years in      
Australia.  Upon relocating 
in Alva, Ok. Wendy began 
college to become a nurse 
because she wanted to 
work with the elderly.  As 
she worked her way 
through school as a nurse 
aid, Wendy’s passion for 
helping children guided her 
towards earning a Bache-
lor’s degree in Social Work 
from Northwestern Okla-
homa State University.  
When she was offered a po-
sition at Kay County’s DHS, 
she moved to Ponca City 
and began work at the age 
of 23.  Later, she married 
her husband Tom, in 1991, 
and they presently have 
two sons and one daughter; 
Brett, age 14, Courtney, 
age 12, and Bryce, age 5. 

This edition, we’ll feature 

Supervisor, Kay County DHS, 
Child Welfare Division 

 Wendy has worked for DHS 
for 18 years, and is presently 
one of three Supervisors in 
the Kay County Child Welfare 
office.  Her experience has 
allowed her to see positive 
trends in how families are 
served, saying, “DHS is     
constantly evolving into a 
more open and capable 
agency” and that “although 
we do assess harm and risk,  

we employ every effort 
to keep families         

together, or to unite 
families by providing 
services that teach  

parents how to correct 
the conditions that 
brought the children 

into care”. 

Wendy says, “We look at the 
family as whole, finding ways 
that we can help them cor-
rect conditions.”  Burg also 
pointed out the talent con-
tained in our local DHS office 
by noting, “Collectively, the 
personnel in our office have 
many, many years of         
experience coupled with  
longevity of service to this 
county that is far above that 
found in other DHS offices.” 

For a limited time, our newsletter will feature the positions and staff  
members of our local DHS Child Welfare office.  We anticipate that these  

interviews will provide CASA Volunteers and other members of the  
community an insight into the agency we collaborate with every day. 

Continued on page 5 
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Ann also adds “Some of the 
rewards for being a CASA Vol-
unteer is that it has taught 
me to be more patient, given 
me a greater appreciation for 
my ‘normal’ life, and  knowl-
edge of the people who do 
social work for a profession 
and their responsibilities.”  

Ann also touched on her Pre-
Service training experience 
with CASA, saying, “I enjoyed 
the real case scenarios and 
the interaction with other 
members of my class” adding 
“The training has been vital 
to my work as a CASA Volun-
teer”.   Ann also stated that 
“the best in-service training I 
have had to date was the 
‘Bridges Out of Poverty’ 
workshop because the infor-
mation was so helpful.” 

However, the art of the Child 
Welfare Supervisor’s job is the 
juggling of responsibilities.  
“There are no normal days.   
Crisis’ are very common, and 
flexibility is necessary in re-
sponding to the multitude of 
situations that come to my     
attention in a given day,” notes 
Burg. 
 
When asked if her job ever gets 
to her, Wendy replied, “This job 
will overwhelm everybody…but I 
take breaks when I need them, 
spend time in my garden to    
relax, and rely on my faith in 
God to carry me through rough 
times.”  Regardless of the stress 
she endures, Wendy admits “I 
love my job, and believe that 
this was what I was meant to do 
in life…I don’t plan on going 
anywhere soon.” 

Ann Bandy, continued from 
 page 2 

Wendy Burg, continued from 
 page 3 
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After nearly two years of 
service as a CASA Volunteer, 
Ann offers some practical 
advice to both new and sea-
soned CASA Volunteers, say-
ing, “Be a good listener, ask 
the tough questions, take 
good notes, and stay in tune 
with your instincts.”  Ann 
also reminds us to “look for 
the good, and see if there is 
a way to make it better” 
and “remember, your first 
responsibility is always to 
ask ‘What is in the best    
interest of this child?” 

Pictured left to right:  
Tracy Robertson, Noble County CASA Volunteer, 
Meeghan Smith, Noble Co. DHS Case Worker, 
Patty Wilson, CASA Volunteer Candidate, and  
Sharon McKeown, Noble County Recruiter 

Our Americorps*VISTA Member, Sharon  
McKeown, has been working hard to          

increase awareness of CASA in Noble County. 
In the last 2 months, she has 
• Promoted CASA through articles and ads 

in the Perry Daily Journal. 
• Manned an information booth at Perry’s 

Cherokee Strip Celebration. 
• Manned an information booth at the   

Billings Annual Wheat Country Festival. 
• Participated in fundraising activities for 

the United Fund in Perry. 
• Presented information to the Ladies’ 

Tuesday  Afternoon Club in Perry to 14  
attendees. 

• Began organizing a “Building Strong  
Families Luncheon” for November 
7th in Perry. 



 

In-Service Training on 
Kay County Circle of Care  

Date: Tuesday, November 13th, 2007 
Time: 6:30 pm 
Where: NOYS Training Room 
2203 N. Ash, Ponca City, Ok. 74601 
Cost: Free 
Credit Hours: 2 
Gary Wilburn, Director of the Kay County 
Circle of Care, will speak and answer 
questions on mental health issues. 

Understanding the Effects of  
Childhood Trauma:  
Impacting Progress 

Date: Tuesday, October 30th, 2007 
Time: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm  
Where: Last Frontier Boy Scouts Complex 
3031 NW 64th Street 
Oklahoma City, Ok. 73116 
Cost: Free 
Credit Hours: 7 
Registration Deadline: October 22nd, 2007 
This seminar, offered by the Juvenile     
Personnel Training Program, addresses the 
types of child maltreatment, along with  
areas of childhood trauma.  The              
information will explore myths, facts, risk 
factors, behavior and emotional indicators, 
and how childhood trauma effects the    
children and youth with whom we work 
with.  CASA Volunteers interested in at-
tending the seminar may be able to ride-
along with CASA Staff that will be            
attending. 

In-Service Training Opportunities 

The first meeting of 
the CASA Book Club 
took place on Septem-
ber 10th, 2007, with a discussion of Gay 
Courter’s book “I Speak for This Child.” 
CASA Volunteer and Book Club member 
Irene Fabian says, “I really enjoyed the 
book ‘I Speak for This Child’ and getting 
together with other CASA Volunteers...it 
was a great way to review it.”   Irene 
also enjoyed the fellowship of the club, 
noting, “I also enjoyed getting to know 
more CASA Volunteers in our program.”  
The next book club selection is “The 
Glass Castle” by Jeannette Walls.  Walls’ 
book is a childhood memoir that offers a 
blow-by-blow description of growing up 
with parents whose capacity for loving 
their children is greater than their abil-
ity to care for them. This book club 
meeting will take place on January 14th, 
2008 at NOYS at 6:30 pm.  “The Glass 
Castle” is available at Amazon.com for 
$7—$17, or may be checked out from 
CASA’s Lending Library. 

CASA’s Fall Training 
is Underway! 

Don’t forget, CASA Volunteers are al-
ways welcome to brush-up on their 
skills by attending the Pre-Service 
Training classes.  Classes are currently 
running Mondays and Thursdays from 
5:30 pm to 8:30 pm. until November 
1st, 2007 at the NOYS Training Room. 
Don’t forget that friends, spouses, and 
members of the public are welcome to 
sit-in!  

CASA Book Club 
Continues 
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    Debbie Meyer     October 2nd 
  Marlene Foxworthy        October 7th 
Charlotte Baker         October 16th 
Larry Meyer          October 16th 
Charlotte Grayson         October 21st 
Donna Glaser         November 9th 
Stacey Russel      November 11th 
Kaye Jones      November 14th 
  Jo Anne Robison    November 23rd 
    Myrlene Kelley November 29th 

Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!    

Court  
Dockets 

 
 

Oct. 15th 
T. Doerksen 
N. Niemann 
D. Topper 

Oct. 22nd 
A. Bandy 

S. McKeown 
S. Russel 

Oct. 29th 
T. Rowell 
S. Harrison 
J. Jaggars 

T. Robertson 

Nov. 19th 
I. Fabian 

Dec. 10th 
S. Boettcher 
P. Haynes 
J. Robison 

Dec. 17th 
Young/Jones 

 
Jan. 7th 
C. Baker 

 
Jan. 8th 
I. Fabian 

 
Jan. 14th 

D. Jorgensen 
N. Murphy 

CASA of Kay & Noble Counties’ Dates-to-Remember 

Sue Boettcher 
Myrlene Kelley 
Nancy Niemann 

Jo Anne Robison 

5 Years 5 Years 5 Years 5 Years     

November Service 
Anniversaries  

Don Jorgensen 
Debi Topper 
Irene Fabian 

Jackie Jaggars 

1 Year 1 Year 1 Year 1 Year     

Diane Crossland 
Mildred Gamble 
Norma Reusser 

Jo Anne Taylor 
Leslie Young 

7 Years 7 Years 7 Years 7 Years     

Ann Bandy 
Teresa Doerksen 
Larry Meyer 

Debbie Meyer 

2 Years 2 Years 2 Years 2 Years     

Stacy Russel 
Michelle Daine 

3 Years 3 Years 3 Years 3 Years     
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Events 
CASA Fall Training 
Oct. 1st to Nov. 1st 

Mon. & Thurs. 
5:30 pm to 8:30 pm at 

NOYS 
Childhood Trauma Training 

Oct. 30th, 2007 
9:30 am to 4:30 pm  

Last Frontier Boy Scouts 
Complex, 3031 NW 64th 
Street, OKC, OK. 73116 
Register by Oct. 22nd. 

CASA Book Club 
Jan.14th, 2008 at 6:30 pm 
At NOYS Training Room 
CASA Circle of Care  
In-Service Training 

Tuesday, November 13th,  
6:30 pm, at the  

NOYS Training Room. 
CASA Book Shop 

Open Dec. 4th, 5th, 6th, 
11th and 12th 

From 9 am—5 pm 
at NOYS 
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