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Giving a child a voice...  

Many in our community are surprised to discover that our child advocates speak for very 

young children. That in fact, the average age of children served by CASA of Kay & Noble 

Counties is 2 1/2 years.  

      

Yet, babies, toddlers, and preschoolers (children five 

years old and younger) make up the majority of 

children in foster care. These age groups are the most 

vulnerable, fragile and at risk children in the system. 

[OKDHS Monthly Statistical Bulletin] Every week they 

spend in system’s limbo increases the likelihood that 

they will have developmental issues and negative 

physical and emotional outcomes. 

 

Our child advocates speak for the safety and well being of 

these smallest child abuse victims.  CASA volunteers 

advocate for these youngsters placement in safe, nurturing, 

permanent homes as soon as possible whether that means an 

adoptive home or safely back into their parent’s care.   

 

It is this concept of “permanency” that nurtures these small 

ones important first bonds and promotes their emotional 

resiliency. CASA volunteers help secure services that can 

heal traumatized children 

so that they can grow to 

be healthy adults.  

 

You too, can make a difference in the lives of abused 

children. Consider becoming a CASA volunteer. You’ll 

be trained. And, you’ll have a cause with a first and 

last name. 

“I've always felt that if you 
can make the difference in 

the life of a child, then your 
life has counted for 

something” 
 

-Ann Bandy, CASA Volunteer  
& Board Member  

 

“Advocacy is about 
speaking out and making a 

case for something 
important. What could be 

more important than 
advocating for the needs 
of an infant or toddler 

who are in the system?”  
 

-Nancy Rathbun, 
CASA Volunteer 



Throughout her 
time as a child 
advocate, Nancy 
worked on 6 

cases with 13 
children.   

 
Nancy remembers one of these 
cases, stating “One of my cases 
had three children who moved 
in with their grandparents after 
their parents’ rights were 
terminated.   

Nancy is a lifetime resident of 
Ponca City, Ok. She and her 
husband, John, have three 
children, Chad, Jennifer, and 
Lindsay.  Nancy earned three 
degrees in education, to 
include a doctorate degree, 
through Oklahoma State 
University.   
 
Nancy has worked as a 
counselor, teacher, and 
principle for the Ponca City 
School system, and is presently 
the Assistant Superintendent 
of Schools in Ponca City.  
Nancy became a sworn CASA 
Volunteer in 2001.  
 
When asked what drew her to 
CASA, she noted, “I was 
attracted to the CASA program 
because it was a way to 
reconnect with kids of need on 
a personal basis”.  

featuring 

CASA Volunteer Spotlight These kids had come from an 
environment that did not 
foster any of the family values 
that most of us think of as a 
necessity. However, after their 
move, they were receiving 
love, therapy, and acceptance 
in their new home”. 
 
Later, Nancy transitioned into 
a new role in the CASA 
program, becoming a CASA 
Advisory Board member in 
2010.  In becoming an Advisory 
Board member, Nancy could 
still serve children by using her 
time and talents to fortify the 
infrastructure of the CASA 
program. Nancy states, “Being 
a board member helps me stay 
connected to the CASA 
program, and it allows me to 
help with policy-making, 
fundraising, and program 
oversight”.  “In the future,” 
Nancy adds, “I would like to 
see the CASA program grow so 
that we can give a CASA 
Volunteer to every child in the 
system that needs one”. 

CASA Advisory Board Member 
Nancy Niemann 

Judge Boyd was instrumental in the establishment of our 
local CASA program, and has given his personal and judicial 
support to the CASA of Kay & Noble Counties program since 
its inception in 1997. Recently, Judge Boyd handed the 
duties of the Juvenile Deprived Court to the Honorable Lee 
Stout, Special Judge for the Eighth Judicial District.  
 
The book was presented at a noontime reception on  
March 24, 2011. 

Advocates and Board Members of 
CASA of Kay & Noble Counties  
commemorated Judge D.W. Boyd’s 
tireless service and devotion to the 
children and families of our  
community by presenting him with a 
book containing a collection of  
writings by local CASA volunteers.  
 
Through the writings for the book, 
CASA volunteers spoke to the  
impact that CASA has had on their 
own lives and on the lives of the 
children and families the volunteers 
served by the program. 



We would like to welcome the most 

recent additions to our family of 

devoted CASA Volunteers, Chris Nance (top, left) and Marciano Villarruel 

(bottom, left).  Chris and Marciano were members of CASA Fall 2010 Core 

Training Class, the training that provides a comprehensive overview of the 

CASA Volunteer role and the issues faced by the children and families within 

the child welfare system.  
 
These two volunteers have now been assigned their first cases, where they 

are presently learning as much as possible about the children, their needs, and 

their families' circumstances that led to the children's entrance into foster 

care. The CASA Staff is very excited to have Chris and Marciano as a part of 

the CASA program, and we know that they will serve as a valuable resource to 

the children on their cases. 

YES! I’D LIKE TO SUPPORT CASA BY... 

Address Name City State Zip 

       $50   $100        $200    ________OTHER 

IN MEMORY/HONOR OF: 

ENCLOSING A TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION. BECOMING A CASA VOLUNTEER. 

PLEASE SEND ME AN INFORMATION PACKET 

WITH  MORE INFO ON BECOMING A  

CASA VOLUNTEER. 

Email address: Phone # 
Please mail form to: CASA, 2203 N. Ash Street, Ponca City, OK 74601 

The American Association of University 
Women held it's annual Woman of the Year 
banquet on March 24, 2011, honoring 
outstanding woman volunteers from around 

the Kay County area. CASA was proud to honor Nancy Rathbun to receive this 
honor for her work as a CASA Volunteer in our program.  
 
Nancy is a lifetime resident of Ponca City, where she now makes her home 
with her husband, Tim. She manages and teaches classes at the Completely 
Quilted Bernina Sewing Center.  Nancy is an emerging leader within our 
community; volunteering on the boards of local organizations, volunteering 
as a church camp youth worker, and graduating in the 2010 Leadership Ponca 
City class.  

 
Nancy became a CASA Volunteer a year ago, where she was assigned a case with an abused 
infant that had been removed from home and placed into foster care.  Since her assignment, 
Nancy has diligently and compassionately worked to be a voice for this child, her presence 
helping the judge to make life-altering decisions about this child’s safety & well-being.   Nancy 
plays a vital role in advocating for the placement of this child into a safe, permanent home in 
which to grow and thrive. 



CASA of Kay & Noble Counties   2203 N. Ash   Ponca City, Ok.   74601         
580-762-8341    kaynoblecasa@sbcglobal.net  www.kaynoblecasa.org 

Thank you for ensuring that 101 abused and neglected children were not forgotten. 
Recent Donors and Supporters 

Honorarium & Memoriam Contributions 

CASA of Kay & Noble 
Counties is grateful to 

our supporters and 
donors whose 

contributions make our 
work possible. 

Thank You. 

Pauletta & Ralph Beaty 
William Bivin 

Fred & Sue Boettcher 
Steven and Kellie Boone 

Keith Bowen 
Jackie Boyd 

Lyndon & Jerri Boyer 
Jean Brace 

Larry Brandt 
E. Lee Brown 

Royce & Kathy Caldron 
Bill & Charlene Carmichael 

Lynda Clark 
ConocoPhillips 

Bob & Lois Corbin 
Diane Crossland 
Barbara Davis 

Jim & Suzanne Devinney 
Eastman National Bank 
Bruce & Janet Evans 

Donna Evans 
Pat Evans 

Gary & Barbara Feil 
Marybeth Glass 

Thomas & Jean Glasscock 
Chuck and Suzie Greenwood 

Rod & Kay Grimme 
Terry Huston 

Ted & Barbara Impson 
John & Mary Stanley 

Kelly Johnson 
Shirley Jones 

Kappa Alpha Theta Alumnae 
Bill & Marilyn Leming 

Lewis & Associates Architects 
Louise Locke 

Consuela Maly 
Paul & Lynda Martin 

Paul & Nancy McAreavey 
Jim McNeese 
Vivian Mertz 

Tom & Sherry Muchmore 
Nancy Nebe 
CD Northcutt 

Paul Northcutt 
O'Connor Pharmacy 

Yinka Ogundipe 
Ann Overholt 
Judy Paige 

Dennis Poulson 
Anna Lou Randall 
Margaret Ritter 
Muriel Sherman 

Charles & Virginia Starks 
Jim and Betty Throop 
Howard & Sally Wells 

Margaret West 

In memory of Linda Starks Lewis by Charles & Virginia Starks 
In honor of  Fred & Sue Boettcher by Guy & Lynda Clark 

In honor of Bayard & Charles Casey by Guy & Lynda Clark 
In honor of  Lynda Clark by Ted & Barbara Impson 
In honor of  Lynda Clark by Bill & Marilyn Leming 

In honor of Donna Eggers By Jodi Cline 
In honor of Pat Evans by Guy & Lynda Clark 

In honor of Downing Johnson by Kelly Johnson 
In honor of Myrlene McArthur by Margaret West 
In honor of Sharon McKeown By Consuela Maly 
In honor of Mike & Lou Shelley By Terry Huston  

In honor of Toni & Bill Stone by Guy & Lynda Clark 

http://www.kaynoblecasa.org

