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NEWSLETTER 

CASA Volunteer Sharon McKeown was honored as our 
Woman of the Year designee at The American       
Association of University Women’s annual Woman’s 
Day Banquet on March 27, 2008.  Special guests at 
the banquet included Lt. Governor Jari Askins, pic-
tured at left with McKeown, Ken Luttrell, State Rep-
resentative; Sara Myers, wife of Sen. David Myers; 
and Diane Anderson, Ponca City Vice-Mayor.   

Sharon McKeown is a former resident and business-
woman of Billings, Oklahoma. She has served as a 
volunteer recruiter with Americorps*VISTA for  the 
CASA of Kay and Noble Counties program for two 

years. In addition to this service, Sharon has also served as a CASA Volunteer on three cases, thus 
far giving four foster children a voice in court.  Sharon gives selflessly to the CASA program, fueled 
by a desire to help children and make the world a better place with a smile and a joke.   

We are proud of you, Sharon Mc! 

Please join us in welcoming our 
newly elected Advisory Board mem-
bers.  Pictured left to right are Deb 
Spaulding, Diane Crossland, Myrlene 
McArthur, Ann Bandy, and Lynda 
Clark.  Not pictured are Marlene 
Foxworthy, Winston Henry, Diane 
Anderson, and Teresa Doerksen.  
The CASA Advisory Board members, 
with the help of interested CASA 
Volunteers, will work within three 
sub-committees to guide the      
program; Fund Development, Board 
Development, and Program Planning 
& Evaluation.  
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CASA Volunteer Spotlight 

 
 

featuring 

Larry & Debbie Meyer 

Support CASA of Kay & Noble Counties’ mission of 
advocating for the best interests of abused and  
neglected children in court by purchasing a CASA 
bracelet or lanyard!  They feature three beads 
with kids’ faces and the CASA logo made with  
polymer clay and assorted fun beads on stretchy 
cord.  Our supplier of these items, CASA Kids    
Studio in Lawrence, KS., also offers free repair and 
re-sizing of purchased bracelets and lanyards.  See 
the form on page 3 for details on ordering.  CASA Volunteers receive special 
discounted pricing. Contact our office at 580-762-8341 for more information. 

       CASA Bracelet: $10      CASA Lanyard: $10 
Please add $2 for shipping, local pick-up is available. 

Larry and Debbie have been 
married for 34 years, and 
have lived in Ponca City for 
26 years.  They have been 
CASA Volunteers since the 
fall of 2005, and recently 
started their second case.  
They have 3 children, one 
who lives in France, and 4 
grandchildren.  Larry works 
at ConocoPhillips, and     
Debbie is a teacher for   
special needs children.  
 
Larry and Debbie both love 
children, and saw a need to 
help through their involve-
ment with a church ministry  

that helped disadvantaged 
children. The Meyers’ had 
heard about CASA at their 
work,  f rom program        
volunteers, and from a CASA 
display in their church when 
they decided to volunteer 
with the CASA program.  
 
The advantages to working a 
CASA case as a husband-and-
wife team are evident to the 
Meyers’.  “Being able to talk 
to each other about the case 
is a big help” notes Larry, 
adding “we can bounce 
ideas off of each other,  

work  through  any         
differences of opinion we 
have with each other, and 
really look at all aspects 
of the case”.  The Meyers’ 
tell us that “volunteering 
with CASA brings us      
together as a couple to 
help meet the needs of 
children”. 
 
Another advantage to 
working cases together is 
the “divide and conquer” 
method they have 
adopted for getting things 
done.  When schedule 
conflicts prevent one 
spouse from attending an 
in-service training or 
meeting with one of the 
parties to the case, the 
other spouse can collect 
information and bring it 
back to benefit the other.  
 
This tactic is also valuable 
in providing quality      
advocacy for the children 
they serve because both 
Larry and Debbie have 
talents for different    
elements of casework.   
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Indian Child Welfare Act Training Sharpens Volunteers’ Advocacy Skills 

LISA OTIPOBY, Ponca Nation Prosecutor 
(left) pauses for a photo with CASA 
Volunteers, from left, Mildred Gamble, 
Larry Meyer, Betty Thrash, Sandra  
Harrison, Jackie Jaggars, Irene Fabian 
and Linda Sherrill following a         
presentation on the Indian Child     
Welfare Act.  

What is the Indian Child Welfare Act?  This act, called ICWA for short, was passed by Congress in 
1978 “to protect the best interest of Indian children and to promote the stability and security of 
Indian tribes and families by the establishment of minimum Federal standards for the removal of 
Indian children...and placement of such children in...homes which will reflect the unique values 
of Indian culture (25 U.S.C.A. § 1902)”. 
 
ICWA… 
• regulates States regarding the handling of child abuse and neglect and 

adoption cases involving Native Children. 
• sets minimum standards for the handling of these cases. 
• affirms the rights of Tribal Courts to adjudicate child abuse and neglect 

and adoption cases involving children on the reservation. 
• establishes a preference for the Tribal courts to adjudicate child abuse 

and neglect cases in situations of concurrent jurisdiction. 
• affirms and supports Tribal jurisdiction in child welfare proceedings. 
 

YES! I’D LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION TO CASA! 

Address Name City State Zip 

ENCLOSED IS MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION: _____$25 ______$50 _____$100 ______OTHER 

Please mail your check to: CASA, 2203 N. Ash Street, Ponca City, Ok 74601 

IN MEMORY/HONOR OF: 
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I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT CASA BY PURCHASING:  CASA Bracelets 

 CASA Lanyards 

X $10 = 

X $10 =  

$ 

$ 

QTY 

and 
QTY 

+ 

= 

Ship my items (add $2 Shipping)       $  

+ 

My Total is  $ 

Please send my item(s) as a gift to this address: 

I will pick-up my items. 



Are you part of a 
club or organization 
that would like to 
hear about CASA?  
Contact our staff at 
762-8341 to arrange 
for a speaker from 
CASA for your event! 

CASA will be our 
special guest 

program today... 

CASA Volunteers join Program Staff at the Daily Grind 
for the first of a series of three Volunteer               
Appreciation Lunches during the month of April.  
Shown left to right in the back row is Linda Sherrill, 
Sharon Clark, and Sharon McKeown; in the front row is 
Ann Bandy, Betty Thrash, and Jeremy Jones. 
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Volunteer Spotlight, continued from page 2 

“Debbie is very good with 
nurturing a relationship with 
the children” says Larry, and 
Debbie adds, “Larry is good 
with conducting interviews 
and talking with the       
children”.  
 
What’s one of the most    
difficult aspects to being a 
child advocate team to Larry 
and Debbie?  “It’s difficult 
because you hurt for the 
people in your case…it’s 
tough to see that side of  
humanity” admits Debbie, 
adding “It is also difficult to 
see some children that need 
a CASA Volunteer to make 
sure their needs are being 
met in such a difficult time 
in their lives, but don’t have 
one”.   

Larry adds, “We invest a lot 
of prayer into working our 
case…it helps us to assess 
situations and persevere in 
trying times”.  
 
When asked why CASA is  
important in the lives of 
abused children in the court 
system, the Meyers’         
responded,  
“For a short amount of time, 
we are involved in a process 
that can turn a hopeless 
situation into a real oppor-
tunity for children to grow 
and thrive…the end result 
we hope for is that we leave 
families stronger than we 
found them”. CASA will be setting up a booth at 

the ConocoPhillips’ Non-Profit     
Volunteer Fair on May 1, 2008 from 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm in the Atrium 
Cafeteria to present information on 
the CASA program.  We hope to see 
some of our present ConocoPhillips 
employee/CASA Volunteers and look 
forward to meeting some future 
CASA Volunteers at the fair. 
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April 3 & 4, CASA Volunteers and program staff 
attended “Advocates in Action”, the Oklahoma 
CASA Association State Conference in Oklahoma 
City.  The conference offered a series of break-
out sessions for attendees to choose from, such as 
the medical needs of foster children, advocating 
for children ages 0 to 3, mental health issues of 
foster children, educational advocacy, domestic 
violence, and more.  Attendees also enjoyed  na-
tionally-know motivational speaker Josh Shipp, a 
former foster child whose message of “don’t be 
average” urges CASA Volunteers to provide above 
average attention to the needs of children.   

As the weather begins to yield to summer temperatures, CASA 
Spring Training for new volunteers draws to a close.  Six            
volunteer candidates have been attending either CASA’s 5-week 
training class or the new Independent Study Edition of training in 
order to assemble their own personal “advocacy                    
toolbox”...combining their life experiences and knowledge with 
training on all aspects of child abuse and the court system.  See 
our next newsletter for the unveiling of the Spring 2008 class! 

CASA CASA CASA CASA     
TrainingTrainingTrainingTraining    
UpdateUpdateUpdateUpdate    

A Word From the Director 

As this newsletter is being 
readied for mail out, the 
training of new CASA volun-
teers is drawing to a close. 
While conducting trainings, I 
am always challenged by 
s ometh i ng  new  and          
reminded again of the       
basics. 
 
During training, we share 
the story of Mary Ellen 
which took place in New 
York City in 1874. Out cry 
from her abusive treatment 
resulted in community     
c i t i zens  fo rm ing  an 
“association for the defense 
of outraged childhood.”  It 
is generally regarded as the 
beginning of public concern 
for the plight of abused and 
neglected children. 

I am struck by two things 
when hearing the story- how 
s imi lar  Mary  E l len’s          
experience is with the 
abused children of today 
and how the “Mary Ellens” 
of today need someone to 
speak up for the protection 
of their childhood. 
 
Speaking up for children is 
not an easy volunteer job. 
Participating in the court 
and child welfare system is 
almost always frustrating 
and dealing with the      
emotions of the children, 
families and professionals 
can be daunting. However, 
30 Kay and Noble County  
extraordinary citizens are 
speaking out for 83 of our 
community’s children. 

P l e a s e  a c c e p t  o u r            
appreciation and awe of 
your  dedicat ion and       
commitment to speaking up 
for children. 

Sha
ron 

Sharon Clark, Program Director 



Next in CASA’s In-Service Training Series… 
“Thinking Differently” 

with guest speaker Byron Tribble, ICADC 

Date: Tuesday, May 6th, 2008 
Time: 6:30 p.m.—8:30 pm 

Place: NOYS, 2203 N. Ash, Ponca City 
In-Service Credits: 2 hours 

Summary: Did you know that we think? Yes, we think all the time. Did you know that how we 
think determines how we feel? And, how we feel determines how we act. THINK-FEEL-ACT.  
 
What are you thinking RIGHT NOW! How do you feel RIGHT NOW! How often are we really aware of 
what we are thinking, or how we are feeling? How come when someone asks us how we are feeling 
we usually respond with something like “Fine”, “Okay”, or even “Great”. The people that asked us 
how we feel don’t know anymore than they did before they asked. Yet chances are, they will just 
smile and carry on. 
 
The “Think Different” presentation will help us understand how we cognitively got to where we are 
today, whether we like here, and what to do about it if we don’t like it. 

A key factor to remaining objective and free of bias when serving as a CASA 
Volunteer is knowing yourself and understanding how your thoughts can color 
your perceptions.  How CASA Volunteers perceive situations in their case will 
be reflected in many ways...from the concerns and recommendations listed in 
the court report to the level of empowerment they can lend to the children 
and families they work with.  CASA’s next in-service training will help          
volunteers examine how their thinking translates into feelings and actions. 

Byron Tribble 

CASA of Kay & Noble Counties participated in the Kay County Child Abuse Prevention Task Force’s 
“Pinwheels for Prevention” project for Child Abuse Awareness Month in April by planting a 
“Pinwheel Garden” in the flowerbed of Northern Oklahoma Youth Services.  Each of the 62       
pinwheels signifies a child served by CASA that was placed into a safe, permanent home in 2007. 

62 Children Safely Home 
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Nothing you do for children is ever wasted. They seem not to notice us,         Nothing you do for children is ever wasted. They seem not to notice us,         Nothing you do for children is ever wasted. They seem not to notice us,         Nothing you do for children is ever wasted. They seem not to notice us,         
hovering, averting our eyes, and they seldom offer thanks, but what we do for hovering, averting our eyes, and they seldom offer thanks, but what we do for hovering, averting our eyes, and they seldom offer thanks, but what we do for hovering, averting our eyes, and they seldom offer thanks, but what we do for 
them is never wasted.them is never wasted.them is never wasted.them is never wasted.                                ----Garrison KeillorGarrison KeillorGarrison KeillorGarrison Keillor    



4 Years 

Wayne & Marlene Foxworthy 

Nancy Murphy 

Program Events 

CASA’s Mission Statement 

Our mission is to speak for the best  
interests of abused and neglected children 
by providing quality volunteer advocates 
who work toward a safe, permanent home 

as soon as possible for each child. 

Service  
Anniversaries 

Never doubt that a small group of committed people can change the world. Never doubt that a small group of committed people can change the world. Never doubt that a small group of committed people can change the world. Never doubt that a small group of committed people can change the world.     

Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.    
————Margaret MeadMargaret MeadMargaret MeadMargaret Mead    

9 Years 

1 Year 
2 Years 

3 Years 

Charlotte Baker Betty Thrash 

Pam Alexander 

Sandra Harrison 
Tracy Robertson 

Dolley Rolland 

Sharon McKeown 

Last Day to Pick-up 
Books for CASA Kids 
Friday, May 9th, 2008 

5:00 pm 

In-Service Training 
“Thinking Differently” with 

guest speaker Byron 
 Tribble. 5-6-08,  

6:30 pm—8:30 pm. 

CASA at ConocoPhilips 
Volunteer Fair 

5-1-08 
10:00 am —2:00 pm 
Atrium Cafeteria 
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